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An Introduction to the Old Testament. By John E. McFadyen. 
New York: A. C. Armstrong & Son, 1906. Pp. 356. $1.75. 

Old Testament Introduction, General and Special. By John 
Howard Raven. Chicago: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1906. 
Pp. 362. $2.50. 

Two contemporary books on the same subject standing in more com- 
plete opposition it would be difficult to discover. Describe either one 
in detail, and the contrasting adjectives will fit the other. Dr. Raven's 
book is apologetic throughout; Professor McFadyen 's is critical. One 
has studied to support his opinions; the other has formed his opinions 
as the result of his studies. One has a moderate knowledge of modern 
criticism, which he invariably seeks to combat; the other has been ready 
to learn from whatever source he could. To one the authority of the 
Bible comes from external support; to the other it comes from inherent 
power. 

To go somewhat into details: Dr. Raven accepts the traditional views 
in every case, except one to be mentioned later. He regards the Penta- 
teuch as a unit, and the product of Moses' pen. The date he assigns to 
its writing is 1300 B. C, apparently some time before Moses was born. 
The whole book of Isaiah, including the historical portion, chaps. 36-39, 
and the exilic, chaps. 40-66, is the work of the son of Amoz. Joel is the 
earliest of the prophets, dating from 875. Jonah is genuinely historical and 
dates from 825. The psalms ascribed to David by their titles are all of Davidic 
authorship. Solomon is the author of most of the proverbs and of the 
Song of Songs. Ruth belongs to the period of the judges, 1050 B. C. Lamen- 
tations was written by Jeremiah at the fall of Jerusalem. Ezra wrote 
Chronicles and Ezra, and Nehemiah wrote the book called by his name. 
In this connection one specimen of the author's method may be given. 
Ezra and Nehemiah must originally have been one book, he says, because 
of the duplicate lists of names. Then he uses a conclusion found thus 
easily to show that marks of a late date in Nehemiah do not affect the 
date of Ezra. 

Strangely enough, the author at one point, and one only, diverges 
from the traditional view. Ecclesiastes is not, in his opinion, a work 
of Solomon, but a pseudonymous production of the post-exilic period. 
Curiously enough, he reaches this result purely on internal evidence. 
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He admits in this one case principles whose validity he stoutly denies 
elsewhere. Why he should strain at this one unimportant gnat and 
swallow innumerable camels is a mystery. 

The book is antiquated in its methods as well as in its results. The 
catechetical system becomes very wearisome to the flesh. In dealing 
with almost every book, the author states a so-called critical opinion, 
and then we find "answer," which usually consists of dogmatic asser- 
tions unsupported by evidence. 

If this book is the strongest word that can be said in support of tradi- 
tional opinions, then it is evident that to the disinterested student modern 
criticism has an easy task. It should be added that the publishers have 
done their work well. The type is large and clear, and the paper is good. 

It is refreshing to turn to Professor McFadyen's work, revealing, 
as it does, a very thorough and exact knowledge of the contents of the 
Old Testament, and a criticism which reckons with the facts thus ascer- 
tained. The author draws his conclusions straight from the facts, which 
he names without fear or favor. He very seldom cites authorities, but 
it is clear that he is familiar with modern works. At the same time he 
is not content merely to recite the opinions of others, but puts premises 
and conclusions so that one may judge of their worth for himself. 

It is inevitable that the results should be vastly different from those 
reached by Dr. Raven. The conclusions are in general in agreement 
with those held by the more conservative modern scholars. There is 
very little of the subjective guesswork which has unfortunately been too 
prominent in the work of more radical scholars. 

By its brevity, clearness, and interest the book is a good one to serve 
as a manual for the student. It possesses a quality not often found in 
critical works, which will serve to quiet the fears of those who are still 
timid about modern criticism: the author again and again closes his 
discussion of a book with a fine tribute to its religious value. 

L. W. Batten 

New York City 

The Religious Controversies of Scotland. By Rev. H. F. Hen- 
derson. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark; New York: Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1905. Pp. 274. $i-7S, net. 
To make a history of religious controversy attractive and pleasant read- 
ing is no mean feat, and this Mr. Henderson has done in his Religious 
Controversies 0} Scotland. His success is largely due to the fact — and an 
instructive fact it is — that he has been at great pains to acquaint himself 



